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VALLEY BRANCH WATERSHED DISTRICT 
Minutes of Regular Meeting No. 1044 

                  Web Conference Call (WebEx)           APPROVED 
  Thursday, August 13, 2020 7:00 p.m.  MINUTES 

 
  
MANAGER PRESENT:  Dave Sewell, Vice President; Ed Marchan, Treasurer; Rick Gelbmann, Secretary; 

and John Hamerly, Manager 
 
MANAGER ABSENT:  Jill Lucas, President 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  John Hanson, Engineer, Barr Engineering; Susannah Torseth , Attorney, Galowitz 

Olson; Jeff Brower, Inspector; and Melissa Imse, Recording Secretary 
        
STAFF ABSENT:  None 
 
OTHERS: Angela Wentz (Sunnybrook Lake), Mike Kraemer (Sunnybrook Lake), Gary Wisbar 

(Sunnybrook Lake), Brandon Sundberg (Sunnybrook Lake), Joyce Kisch (Sunnybrook Lake), 
Dave Schultz (West Lakeland Township Supervisor), Maureen Hoffman (Washington 
County), Doug Lovett  (Klawitter Pond), Paul Dornfeld (Sunnybrook Lake), Nick and Krista 
Sanchez (Sunnybrook Lake), Wayne Sanderson (Sunnybrook Lake), Daniel Ellenbecker 
(Friedrich’s Pond), Cheryl Benson, Tony Ranten (Sunnybrook Lake), Paul Johnson, Ralph 
Steiner (Sunnybrook Lake), Steve Gouze (West Lakeland Township), Chad Lockwood (Ryan 
Companies for Woodbury Lakes Business Park), Sandy Olson, John Smith, Susan Windsor, 
and Larry Lanoux  

 
CALL TO ORDER    Vice President Sewell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  None
 
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS (Additions/Deletions/Corrections)   None 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA   A motion was made by Gelbmann and seconded by Marchan to approve the agenda for 
August 13, 2020. A roll-call vote was done for the motion: 

• Vice President Sewell-Yea 
• Treasurer Marchan-Yea 
• Secretary Gelbmann-Yea 
• Manager Hamerly-Yea 

Motion carries unanimously.   
 
PUBLIC FORUM    
Paul Dornfield asked for an update on the Sunnybrook Lake vacant lots.  This item was discussed later in the meeting.   
 
Mike Kraemer inquired if he would be allowed to address the managers during the Kraemer/Sundberg property 
discussion.   
 
Steve Gouze, a property owner near 12th Street and Manning Avenue in West Lakeland Township, expressed concern 
with heavy water flow under Manning Avenue causing potential flooding to his property and the constant running of his 
sump pump.   
 
Dan Ellenbecker inquired about the status of his property.  The item was discussed later in the meeting. 
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Ralph Steiner stated that he lives on the Indian Hills Golf Course and water was approaching his property and that he 
was in support of continue pumping efforts at the golf course.      
 
CONSENT CALENDAR    
A motion was made by Marchan and seconded by Gelbmann to approve the Consent Calendar.  A roll-call vote was 
done for the motion: 

• Vice President Sewell-Yea 
• Treasurer Marchan-Yea 
• Secretary Gelbmann-Yea 
• Manager Hamerly-Yea 

Motion carries unanimously. 
• July 23, 2020 Draft Meeting Minutes 
• Permit 2020-28:  Woodbury Lakes Business Park/Kindeva Drug Delivery, Woodbury 
• Permit 2020-29:  30th Street North Xcel Gas Main Relocation, West Lakeland Township 
• Permit Closeouts: 

o Permit 2018-29: Welshinger Hillside, Mahtomedi 
o Permit 2019-10: CenterPoint Energy/32nd Street S and St. Croix Trail S, Afton 
o Permit 2019-11:  MnDOT Sign Shop Pond, Oakdale 
o Permit 2019-12: 2019 West Lakeland Township Street Improvements 
o Permit 2019-18: CenterPoint Energy/Stagecoach Trail, Afton 

• Payment Application #7 Recommendation:  Silver Lake CWF Filtration Basin 
 
UPDATES AND REQUESTS FROM PARTNERS, VOLUNTEERSAND CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE (CAC) No 
report.   

 
PERMITTING PROGRAM 
Inspector’s Report   Inspector Brower provided an update on the pumping Reid Park Ponds, Legion Pond, Friedrich’s 
Pond, Indian Hills Golf Course, and the Silver Lake outlet.     
 
MANAGER’S REPORT    
Bond for Financing Flood Responses   At the July 23, 2020 Board meeting, the managers approved the 
procurement of a bond issuance in the amount of $5 million dollars on a 20 year term with Northland Securities. The 
managers reviewed the estimated payments for an unrated and rated bond.  After discussion, a motion was made by 
Marchan and seconded by Gelbmann to obtain a bond rating.  A roll-call vote was done for the motion: 

• Vice President Sewell-Yea 
• Treasurer Marchan-Yea 
• Secretary Gelbmann-Yea 
• Manager Hamerly-Yea 

Motion carried unanimously.     
 
Values to Publishing for 2021 Levy and Budget Public Hearing  The managers reviewed the draft 2021 budget 
and levy. After discussion, a motion was made by Sewell and seconded by Marchan to direct Attorney Torseth to 
publish the 2021 preliminary levy budget of $2,376,300 and to set the public hearing for Thursday, September 10, 2020 
at 7:00 p.m.  A roll-call vote was done for the motion: 

• Vice President Sewell-Yea 
• Treasurer Marchan-Yea 
• Secretary Gelbmann-Yea 
• Manager Hamerly-Yea 

Motion carried unanimously.     
 
Flood Management Policy Workshop   The managers suggested having a workshop to discuss possible changes to 
the current flood management policies and preparing additional policies.  The managers directed Engineer Hanson to 
send a doodle poll with possible workshop dates.  



 
3 

   
ATTORNEY’S REPORT     
VBWD Property Status in Sunnybrook Lake Neighborhood   Attorney Torseth prepared a Memorandum on the 
VBWD property status on Sunnybrook Lake.   
 
Purchase Agreement Addendum-Wisbar:  Attorney Torseth prepared an amendment to the purchase agreement 
for Gary and Mary Wisbar.  The amendment would allow the Wisbars to occupy the property until October 31, 2020, 
and the Wisbars must secure renter’s insurance and pay utility bills during this time.     
After discussion, a motion was made by Marchan and seconded by Gelbmann to approve the purchase agreement 
addendum for Gary and Mary Wisbar.  A roll-call vote was done for the motion: 

• Vice President Sewell-Yea 
• Treasurer Marchan-Yea 
• Secretary Gelbmann-Yea 
• Manager Hamerly-Yea 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Purchase Agreement Addendum-Wentz:  Attorney Torseth prepared an amendment to the purchase agreement for 
Greg and Angela Wentz.  The amendment would allow the Wentzes to occupy the property until October 31, 2020, and 
the Wentzes must secure renter’s insurance and pay utility bills during this time.     
After discussion, a motion was made by Hamerly and seconded by Marchan to approve the purchase agreement 
addendum for Greg and Angela Wentz.  A roll-call vote was done for the motion: 

• Vice President Sewell-Yea 
• Treasurer Marchan-Yea 
• Secretary Gelbmann-Yea 
• Manager Hamerly-Yea 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution 20-08:  Right-of First Refusal Agreement for Robert and Carol Rogalla 7020 Jocelyn Road 
North  No action taken on Resolution 20-08: Right-of-First Refusal Agreement for Robert and Carol Rogalla. The 
managers will wait to discuss later this fall, when the bond money is closer to being obtained. 
 
The VBWD has approved the Right-of-First Refusals for Daniel Ellenbecker and Jeff and Cheryl Kargel.  Two more Right-
of-First Refusals from Gary and Phyllis Holborn and Robert and Carol Rogalla were submitted to the VBWD.   The 
managers asked if the Ellenbecker, Kargel, and Rogalla properties were below the 20-year flood level.  Barr Engineering 
could not confirm that.  After discussion, a motion was made by Marchan and seconded by Gelbmann to direct Barr 
Engineering to conduct surveys on the Ellenbecker, Kargel, and Rogalla properties to confirm that the home is within 
the 20-year flood level.  A roll-call vote was done for the motion: 

• Vice President Sewell-Yea 
• Treasurer Marchan-Yea 
• Secretary Gelbmann-Yea 
• Manager Hamerly-Yea 

Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Resolution 20-09:  Right-of-First Refusal Agreement for Gary and Phyllis Holborn 6920 Jocelyn Road 
North   No action taken.   The managers will wait to discuss later this fall, when the bond money is closer to being 
obtained.   
 
Conservation Easements   Attorney Torseth provided a memorandum and a draft conservation easement for the 
managers to review.  The managers discussed owning and maintaining the easements and potential costs.  The 
managers decided that rather than hiring a surveyor to define parts of each parcel to record conservation easements, 
VBWD will put conservation easements on the entire parcels. The managers directed Attorney Torseth to contact 
Washington County to see if the County would co-hold the conservation easement because the County is better 
equipped to enforce restrictions, and VBWD would monitor the easements.  Attorney Kirschner will update the draft 
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agreement and create a template for the managers to review.   
 
Spancil Hill Maintenance Agreement   The managers reviewed the Spancill Hill Maintenance agreement.  No action 
was taken. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR/ENGINEER 
Sunnybrook Lake Pumping   The VBWD contract with CCS Contracting (Larry Lanoux) expires on August 14. The 
cost for continued pumping would be $4,000/month plus charges from Indian Hills Golf Club. Mike Regan of Indian Hills 
Golf Club reported the pump ran 25 days in June and July. Barr Engineering estimates that if the pumps run 
continuously and there are no more inflows or losses, the water level of the Sunnybrook Lake complex would be about 
1 foot lower in 47 days. If pumping is only allowed on an average of every other day, it would take 95 days to lower the 
water level 1 foot (assuming no other inflows or losses). Pumping would need to end by November 1 to allow the golf 
club to clear the lines. Therefore, Barr estimated that pumping would lower the water level by approximately 0.8 foot if 
pumping is feasible every other day at an estimated cost of about $20,000 ($10,000 to CCS and $10,000 to the golf 
club).  Mr. Lanoux reported that one of the connections in the pipeline needs to be raised.  After discussion, a motion 
was made by Sewell and seconded by Marchan to extend the pumping contract with CCS Contracting for $4,000/month 
and payment of $120/day to Mike Reagan of Indian Hills Golf Club for pumping, and to raise the flange at the 
connection in the pipeline for up to $1,075.  A roll-call vote was done for the motion: 

• Vice President Sewell-Yea 
• Treasurer Marchan-Yea 
• Secretary Gelbmann-Yea 
• Manager Hamerly-Yea 

Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Lovett Property on Klawitter Pond  President Lucas, Engineer Hanson, and Attorney Torseth had a virtual meeting 
with Doug Lovett.  Mr. Lovett is interested in sub-dividing his 18 acres.  Mr. Lovett would prefer not to move, but 
instead possibly build a new home on one of his existing parcels that is not in the flood plain. Mr. Lovett had an 
appraisal done on his property on April 27, 2020.  After discussion, the managers directed Attorney Torseth to 
determine the process for possible purchase of the home, but not the land.    
 
Kraemer/Sundberg Properties in the Sunnybrook Neighborhood  Mike and Candace Kraemer own four parcels 
and one sliver of land in the Sunnybrook Lake neighborhood. All but one parcel is almost completely lower than the 
100-year flood level. Their daughter and son-in-law (Jennifer and Brandon Sundberg) are purchasing the parcel with 
the home via contract for deed.  President Lucas, Engineer Hanson, and Attorney Torseth had a virtual meeting with the 
Kraemers and Sundbergs.  The home is below the 100-year flood level and above the 20-year flood level. It has a 
walkout, and Barr Engineering estimates that it is at the 75-year flood level. While the drain field is higher than the 100-
year flood level, there is a tank that is lower than the house. The Kraemers/Sundbergs have imported material and built 
a berm to protect their home and septic tank. However, the tank sometimes floods from interior runoff when the pump 
to take water over the berm has failed. The owners prepared the attached cost estimate for moving the home. The 
owners would like to keep all the parcels together if any are sold.  Currently, there is no access to the home that is 
above the 100-year flood level. Jocelyn Road has always been the access to this home. It has been a paved road for 
about 15 years. While it has only temporarily flooded with a few inches of water in the past, this year it was flooded by 
several inches for an extended period of time. At the lowest point, it is about 2 feet lower than the 100-year flood level 
and about 4 feet lower than the ultimate overflow for the Sunnybrook Lake complex. After discussion, the managers 
directed Barr Engineering to find out more information on access to the home parcel, and to investigate making 
improvements to the home that will provide protection from flooding that don’t involve moving or demolishing it. 
 
REPORTS 
 
FUTURE MEETINGS AND BUSINESS 
Valley Branch Watershed District WebEx Meetings:  August 27, 2020 and September 10, 2020 7:00 p.m.      
All managers plan to attend the meetings. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
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None.        
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None.  
 
FUTURE ITEMS 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Gelbmann and seconded by Marchan at 9:48 p.m. to adjourn the meeting.  A roll-call vote was 
done for the motion: 

• Vice President Sewell-Yea 
• Treasurer Marchan-Yea 
• Secretary Gelbmann-Yea 
• Manager Hamerly-Yea 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
       
/s/ Rick Gelbmann 
 
Rick Gelbmann, Secretary 
 
Minutes approved by managers 8/27/2020 


